
G. TYPIiOOI?GEORGIA 07 SEP 2300Z-14 SEP 2300Z

1. STATISTICS

a. Number of Warnings Issued - 26

b. ;Jumber of Warnings with Typhoon Intensity - 19

c* Distance Traveled During Warning Period - 1,718 !41

2. CHARACTERISTICS

a. lMinimum

D. Y1inimum

c. Maximum

d. Maximum

Observed SLP - 904 MBS at 10/20402

Observed 700 MB Height - 2390 M at 10/0600Z

Surface Wind - 140 KTS (From Best Track)

Radius of Surface Circulation - 360 MI

\,
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3. TYPHOON GEORGIA NARRATIVE

An ITOS–1 photograph on the 4th indicated that an upper
tropospheric circulation in existence west of !larcus Island had
developed a significant increase in convective activity along
its southern periphery. The disturbance drifted southwestward
toward the northern Marianas with an induced trou~h appearing
on the 0000GMT surface chart on September 5th. The system
continued on its southwestward track with a small surface cir-
culation f~rming west of the Marianas a day later. An aerial
reconnaissance investigation on the 8th revealed that tropical
storm force had been reached and the first warning on Georgia
was issued (1’igure 5-13).

The storm began a westward march at 11 to 13 knots
across the Philippine Sea as guided by the southern boundary of
the subtropical ridge. Typhoon force was achieved early the
next morning as difluent equatorward flow over the storm, from
the 200 mb ridge extension south of Japanl favored further
deepenin~.

Early on the 10th Georgia began to shift to a slightly
more west northwest track, and that evening, as she neared the
Luzon coastline, maximum winds occurring near the center reached
super typhoon force near 140 knots. The ITOS-1 satellite showed
a tightly organized ring of convective activity surrounding the
storm near this time (Figure 5-14). This was further evidenced
in the fact that Casiguran Vleather Bureau Station on the Luzon
coast, 90 miles from the center, had yet to experience gale force
winds although the typhoon was only 6 hours from landfall. A
reconnaissance aircraft in the 10 mile diameter eye of Georgia,
a few hourg before she struck shore, recorded an extremely warm
500 mb temperature of 14.5°C and indicated the deepening trend
had reached 904 mb.

The typhoon slammed into North Central Luzon during the
early morning hours of the llth near Cape San Ildefonso.
Extensive damage was suffered at Casiguran, which was 15 N.M.
north of the center at landfall, and several surrounding small
villages along the coastline. Minimum pressure at Casiguran was
reported at 977.5 mb with winds estimated at 120 knots. By
contrast the storm did not produce excessive torrential ra~ns
but was relatively dry with only 5.44 inches rec’orded durin~ its
passage at the weather station. Ninety-five persons were killed
during the onslaught and an additional 80 people reported missing.
Property damage was fixed near 1.4 million dollars.

The storm continued on a west northwest track across
Luzon and emerged into the South China Sea 12 hours later of
minimum typhoon strength due to the disrupting mountainous
terrain of the island. A weakness in the ridgeline over China

5-53



FIGURE 5-13 ITOS-1 PHOTO OF GEORGIA AS A DEVELOPING TROPICAL STOR! ON 8 SEPTEMBER,

FIGURE 5-14 SUPER TYPHOON GEORGIA /!SV]IWO BY ITOS-1 ON 10 SEPTEM8ER JUST EAST OF LUZON,
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provided a path for Georgia to recurve on a northward course
with ultimate landfall occurring some 70 miles east of
Hong Kong on the l~th.

The storm’s intensity remained near 70 to 75 knots durinS
its trek across the South China Sea while its eye was noted by
reconnaissance crews to have expanded to some 70 miles in
diameter.

By the 13tn the storm came under surveillance of the
radar at the Royal Observatory “at Hong Kong and was later
observed to cross the South China coast the following mornin~.
Maximum gusts of 59 knots occurred at the Hong Kong Interna-
tional Airport while peak ~us-ts of 56 knots were registered at
the Royal Observatory. GeorSia weakened rapidly after landfall
and dissipated over land.
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